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At a Yearly Meeting held in Philadelphia, from the 19th of 
the FourUi Month to the 23d of the same inclusive, 1886. 

"An Essay on the principles involved in religious labor, 
prepared by the Meeting for Sufferings, was now read, and 
fully united with, and it was referred to that body for publica- 
tion and circulation." 

Taken from the Minutes, 

Joseph Walton, Clerk. 
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On Religious Labor. 



"We Lave believed it would be seaaouable at this tima 
to call attention to the right authority for religious labor, 
and to the qualification needed for eft'ective service in the 
Cburch of Christ, 

In the great religious revival iu the rise of our Society, 
scarcely anything is more remarkable than the thorough- 
ness of that work of Diviae Grace by which the chief 
instruments in it were prepared for the labors they were 
afterwards called upon to pei'Jorni ; aud, than the watch- 
ful care which those eervaula of the Iiord manifested to 
act only under the guidance and with the help of the 
Spirit of Christ, without whom they feit that they could 
do nothing. 

George Fox relates, in hia Journal, the deep exerdaea 
of mind through which he passed for several years, and 
the Divine openings witli which he waa favored, before 
he was called forth to proclaim to the people of England 
more generally, the trutlis of the gospel of Christ. Dur- 
ing this jieriod of growth in Divine life, he says : — " My 
deures after the Lord grew stronger, and zeal in the pure 
knowledge of God and of Christ alone, without the help 
of any man, book or writing. For though I read the 
Scriptures that spoke of Christ, and of God, yet I knew 
Him nut but by revelation, as He who hath the key did 



open, aud as the Father of life drew me to his Son by the 
Spirit : and then the Lord did gently lead me along, and 
did let me see his love which was endless and eternal, and 
surpasses all the knowledge that men have in the natural 
state, or can get by history or books." He saw " that all 
was done and to be done by Christ," the Life — and in 
thfs life and power his trust was placed ; to this he looked 
in all his labors, and to this he directed the attention 
of all. 

William Penn says of himself, and his fellow-laborers 
in the cause of Christ, that " God poured out of the 
Spirit of judgment and of burning upon us " — " making 
us sensible of his holy terrors in and for ourselves." — 
Works, vol, lyp, 182. 

" In this day, the brightness of God's coming to our 
souls discovered, and the breath of his mouth destroyed 
every plant He had not planted in us. He was a swift 
witness against every evil thought and every unfruitful 
work ; and, blessed be his name, we were not offended in 
Him, or at his righteous judgments. Now it was that a 
grand inquest came upon our whole life : every word, 
thought and deed was brought to judgment, the root 
examined and its tendency considered." — Works, voL 1, 
p. 314. 

William Penn spoke from his own experience, when he 
exhorted the " young convinced " to keep close to the 
Divine Power, "the living, holy Truth," which, he said, 
" will preserve you, if you mind it in yourselves ; and 
bring all thoughts, imaginations and affections to the test 
of it, to see if they are wrought in God, or of the enemy, 
or of your own selves : so will a true taste, discerning and 
judgment be preserved to you, of what you should do 



and leave undone; and in your diligence and faithful- 
nesg in this way you will come to inherit BubstaDco, and 
Christ, the eternal wisdom, will fill your treasury. And 
wlien yoii are converted ae well aa convinced, then con- 
firm your brethren, and be ready to every good word and 
wurle that the Lord shall call you to," — Worke, vol. 1, 
p. 888. 

Sueh were the deep experiences which prepared our 
*arly Friends to become instruments in the Lord's hands 
fuf the spreading of a knowledge of his truth in the 
■ earth. " After we had staid at Jerusalem, the city of 
our God and King," says William Penn, " to receive his 
uutructions, commiaaion aiid authoritj', abroad we went 
"Jiwi the pouringt out 0/ hia Huly Spirit, And we went 
in the name and power of our God, to declare of his 
judgments, and to teli of his terrible day, to call all to 
wpentance, and to prepare to meet the Lord." — Works, 
W,l,p. 183. 

" But these experimental preachers of glad tidings of 
God's truth and kingdom, could not run when they list. 
Of pray or preach when they pleased, but as Christ, their 
Bedeemer, prepared and moved them by his own blessed 
spirit, for which they waited in their services and meet- 
'"ga. and spake aa that gave them utterance." 

"And truly they waxed strong and bold through 
ftithfulness ; and by the power and spirit of the Lord 
"BUS became very fruitful ; thousands in a short time 
Iwiog turnerl to the truth in the inward parts, through 
Weir testimony in ministry and suffering." — WoTkg,vol. 1, 



pam that preparatitm of heart which they had exper- 
I, sprang a ministry, aofirching, tendering, convine- 



ing and satisfying. The blessing of audi n nn'nistry, no 
tongue can tell. May we never become bo insensible of 
its value aa to suffer ourselves to be led into anything 
which directly or indirectly endangers its preservation I 

The Light of Christ shows unto man his fallen nature 
and the sins of which he is guilty ; and, as he submita to 
its leadings, giveshim jiower to repent and forsake them all; 
and thus makes him a partaker of the Divine mercy. 
And it is only as this Divine power aceomjjanies the efforts 
of those who are bearing a testimony to the truth, either 
by word or life, or suffering, that they are made eSectual 
in reaching God's witness in the hearts of others, and in 
being thus spiritually helpful to them. 

This doctrine has ever been to the Society of Friends, 
not merely a theoretical notion, but one, of whose truth 
and importance tliey were so fully convinced, that it has 
lain, as it were, at the foundation of their ministry, and 
other efforts to spread the Redeemer's kingdom. Th^. 
felt that the arising of this Divine life and power must be' 
waited for on every occasion by him who minislers; sinoft 
without it, all labor would be spiritually fruitless. 

The records which have been preserved of those of ouii't 
members in every generation who have been useful laborean' 
in the Lord's vineyard, show that these principles haye^ 
ever been kept in view. We desire at this time to 
ourunshakencoufideucein their truth; and our convictiiKi, 
that the preservation of our Society, as a people bearing a 
true testimony to the headship of Christ in his Church, is 
dependent on a practical and faithful support of them. 

It pleased the Lord to pour forth his Spirit in largS'l 
measure on many of the first members of our SocietyS:4 
throTigh the imiuediato ojjoratioiis of wliich, as well i 
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through the Divine blessing on tlie labors and intercessioDS 
of those wham He had anointed and called to the work 
of the ministry, and through the patient endurance of 
pereecution, and the godly lives of our early Friends, 
many thouaanda were convinced of the truths they pro- 
claimed, and were turned to the Light of Christ within 
tliem, by which they were converted to God. Many faith- 
ful laessengera were sent forth by the Lord to prench the 
gospel of Christ, not only through Great Britain, hut on 
Ha Continent of Europe, in North America and elaewhere. 
No doubt much of the success which attended their 
llhors was duo to the previous preparation which the 
Spirit of Christ had effected in the hearts of the people. 
It wns a season in which there appears to have been an 
earnest desire to know the truth as it is in Jesus, and a 
peculiar openneta to receive it. Some of the faithful 
lahorera of thiit day Jived to eee a change in this respect ; 
and though they were not sonsibte of any diminution in 
the extension of Divine power and authority to theui in 
the exercise of their ministry, yet they buw far less of 
visible fruits in the convincementof the people, attending 
it in the latter part of their lives than in their earlier 
esperience. 

But there have been evident causes which we fear have 
operated to lessen the epiritual power of our Society. The 
relief from persecution which we have enjoyed for many 
years ; the great increase of comforts and luxuries in our 
manner of living ; and the spread of a worldly-minded 
apirit which tends to JiU the mind with the cares and 
enjoyments of this present life alone; all tend to divert 
the attention from that close, humble, walking with Christ, 
which was the secret of our strength in the beginning. 
Though many have resisted these insidious influences, 
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yet it must be acknowledged that our light, as a spiritually- 
minded people, does not shine forth with the same brill- 
iancy as in the beginning. Many are unwilling to bend 
their necks to the yoke of Christ, and to live continually 
in his holy fear. Hence his gifts for service seem to be 
less largely dispensed ; and the number is less than it was 
of old, who are sent forth in the name and with the 
authority of Christ, to invite the people into his fold of 
rest and peace. 

In this condition of the church, we sensibly feel the 
danger there is of our members being induced to adopt 
the ways of other professors, whose dependence is not so 
fully placed on the immediate calls to labor, and the fresh 
extension of help from on High. Those who have experi- 
enced in themselves the transforming power of Divine 
Grace, know that their safety consists in constant walking 
in communion with God, and in humble submission to his 
will ; bringing all their thoughts and actions to the judg- 
ment of his Light in their hearts. We believe that the 
way of salvation is the same to all mankind ; and that all 
who would be saved must walk in obedience to this Light 
and Grace, which our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
came into the world that we might have more abundantly; 
and that even those who have never had an historical 
knowledge of the coming of the Son of God in the flesh, 
and of his sufferings for our sake, are visited by this Grace 
of God which ** hath appeared unto all ;" and that if they 
are obedient thereunto they also will experience the for- 
giveness of their sins through Christ. 

In the minds of many professing Christians there seems 
to be a want of true faith in the extension to all mankind, 
of the Grace of God, which the Apostle declares brings 



; ami to wliitli it waa tlie great c<iucerii of our 
' Frienda to ttira the attention of the people. Such 
persona, having little confid'ence in the efficacy of silent 
iraiting upon God, for the arising of his life in their 
liearts; or in the blessed reality of that inward teaching 
oommunicated by Christ, the great teacher of bis people, 
practically place their dependence almost exclusively upon 
the knowledge to be derived from the Scriptures by study 
and reflection; and, in their efforts to promote religioa 
they naturally seek, by outward means, to stir up the 
emotions and in other ways to influence those assembled 
for Divine worship. Hence there has grown up among 
tbeni an elaborate system, including schools in which are 
taught the views and interpretations of commentators on 
the Bible ; and a ministry trained in the wisdom of man, 
founded on a knowledge of the Scriptures, and not on the 
immediate extension of light and power from Christ him- 
self. Singing and music are introduced to attract the 
people and escite the feelings; and oratorical skill is 
cultivated for the same purpose. ' 

This system our early Friends testified against, liecause 
it tended to keep the minds of the people in bondage to 
man, and led them to think they could perform Divine 
worship by their own abilities and efforts, and thus with- 
drew their attention from the alone source of spiritual 

While they rejoiced over the stirrings of life in any, 
and were very tender of that which came from the Spirit 
of Christ, they earnestly cautioned their hearers against 
resting iu anything which was merely a likeness of the 
holy things of Zion; or being contented with a ministry, a 
zeal, a. knowledge and an activity, simitar in appearance 



to those intowhichChriBtlearlBhia church, but not flowing j 
purely from the same fountain. 

At the present time much interest is felt in the Bjstem* 
aticBtudyof the Holy Scriptures, with especial reference 
to a preparation for the ministry ; and some membera of 
our Society have gone bo far aa to think this study an 
almost essential qualification for its right exercise. The 
Society of Friends has always encouraged its members in 
the frequent reading of the Holy Scriptures with the 
mind looking to the Lord, for Him to open the spiritual 
meaning of the truths therein contained, and to apply^ 
them to the instruction and edification of the reader. 
But it has steadily borne n testimony to Christ as the 
great Teacher of his people; and cautioned against de- 
pending on an intellectual knowledge of the Bible — ■ 
because, however valuable that knowledge is, in the train- 
ing, and for the exercise of the mental feculties, it has 
no power of itself alone to change the heart, or to qualify 
for religious eervice. Indeed, if not kept in due subjection, 
it may foster spiritual pride, and promote unprofitable. 
controversy in the Church. 

Even before the Apostle Paul was taken, from his 
labors on earth, he saw signs of contention, and of the 
intrusion of the pride of intellect in the place of Bpirit- 
ual discernment among the early Christians : and these 
increased, until the darkness of apostacy almost destroyed 
the unity, Bimplicity and humility which marked the 
early days of the Church, when its members walked "in 
the fear of the Lord, and the comfort of the Holy Ghost," 
" were of one heart and of one aoul," " and great grace 
was upon them all." It was the Spirit of their Master 
resting upon them, which rendered applicable to them Ids 
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impressive words—" I thank Thee, Father, Lord of 

Heaven and earth, that Thou bast hid these things from ■ 
tlie wise and prudent, and hnst revealed them unto babes. 
Even BO, Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight." 

At the time of the rise of our Society, the religious 
world had long been engaged in the interminable com- 
plications and heats of theological controversy — the effect 
of the growth of those germs of intellectual confidence 
and spiritual pride which gave occasion for the uneasiness 
and warnings of the Apostles even in their tirae. In 
these, some of those who joined with Friends, had been 
involved; but when they were turned to the Light of 
Christ as their spiritual Leader, they lost their confi- 
dence in the doctrinal systems they had laboriously con- 
structed from the Scriptures by their own reasoning 
powers, and were constrained to wait as humble learners 
on the openings of the Spirit: fortliey felt, as Isaac Peii- 
ing^n expresses it, that it is " presumption in any man to 
read the Scriptures boldly, and without fear and rever- 
ence to Hiin who penned them, or to put any of his own 
meanings and conceivings upon God's words." 

Many of those deeply religious, spiritually-mindsd men 
and women who have done most for the cause of Christ, 
have felt themselves restrained from such a study of the 
Scriptures as would endanger the exaltation of the intel- 
lectual over the spiritual apprehension. They have read 
them reverently, frequently, and with sincere desires to 
receive instruction and comfort. Humble, and not asking 
to know more than they needed, or desiring to gratify a 
mere love of knowledge, they have been content to leave 
what they could not understand. It has been the fre- 
quent experience of such, that, when retired in spirit be- 
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fore the Lord, various passages they had read have been 
brought to their rainds, with fuller appreciation of their 
meaning ; and what they did not understand when it was 
read, has sometimes been made clear. The true relation 
of the apparently incongruous views conveyed by different 
texts and passages of Scripture, has also been brought to 
light, and their real agreement perceived. 

Thus they have been preserved from those doubts and 
difficulties which many have felt in the merely intellectual 
study of the Scriptures ; from the pride of opinion which 
proficiency in such study tends to foster ; and from the 
temptation to define what is incapable of definition, and 
to classify and separate what is inseparably joined in the 
Gospel. In a way which the most laborious mental effort 
could never accomplish, they have been led step by step, 
as they were able to bear it, to a perception of the breadth 
and fulness, and of the harmony and simplicity of all 
Scripture teaching. 

Fully in harmony with the views above expressed, was 
the caution given by our Yearly Meeting in 1868, in 
reference to schools set up for the study and explanation 
of the Scriptures: — "We believe their tendency is to 
foster unprofitable activity, and a dependence on critical 
investigation into those Divine truths which can only be 
discerned spiritually ; and thus obstruct in tenderly vis- 
ited minds, a solid growth in the Truth, by substituting a 
literal knowledge of the Scriptures for an inward growth 
in grace." 

The caution thus extended does not conflict with the 
exhortation of the Church to parents, " fervently to seek 
a right qualification to impart to their children such 
religious instruction as may be adapted to their respective 



agea and states ;" nor with tlie advice given to parents 
and tutors, under whom cliildren are pla.ced, to "Begin 
early to instil into their tender minds the principlea of 
truth, and inslniet thera in the nature and necessity of 
being bom from above; ivithoiit which our Lord declared, 
no man shall see the kingdom of God; and to labor to 
bring them acquainted with the Holy Seed, which is sown 
by the Divine Hand in eyery heart for that gracious end — 
that they may, through the Lord's blessing upon such 
^ous endeavors, and their faitliful oliedience, come to 
experience Christ within to be unto them the hope of 
glory." 

We do not doubt but individuals whose hearts have 
been wrought upon by the Spirit of Christ, and filled 
with Divine love, have felt the ilowings thereof to go fortli 
to the ignorant, the neglected, and the debased, and have 
been led to labor to influence their lives for good ; to lead 
them to the Saviour through attention to the calls of his 
Holy Spirit in their liearts ; and to make them tte<iliainted 
witb the Holy Scriptures, which are profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for instruction in rigliteousness. 

We earnestly desire, if any of our meiubers should feel 
drawn to engage io such services, that they may keep so 
close to the Master as to have a sense of his will, and go 
no fiirther than that quickened sense bears them company ; 
and that they may he awake to the danger both to them- 
selves and those under their care, of " substituting a literal 
knowledge of the Scriptures for an inward growth in 
grace." 



Thatreligioi 
in its proper ti 



for the welfare of others, which, 
ill the lienrts of those who come 
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under the government of Christ; and which ever has and 
ever will lead to labor for the good of mankind ; has been 
pleaded to justify the proceedings of some members of our 
Society in other places engaged in what is called the 
" Home Mission " movement. And yet, in many of the 
meetings held in the carrying out of this movement, there 
is reason to believe the vocal exercises are performed 
with little or no waiting for the openings of the Spirit of 
Christ. Thus, our testimony to the nature of spiritual 
worship, and to the necessary qualification for the exercise 
of the ministry, is set at naught. 

We believe also that the appointment of committees 
who are authorized or expected to employ persons to go 
and perform religious labor in such localities as the com- 
mittees may select or agree upon, tends to lessen our de- 
pendence on the immediate government of Christ over his 
Church ; and may hereafter be found to have been one 
of the steps in the introduction of a system of human 
arrangement, inconsistent with that full faith in the uni- 
versality and sufficiency of Divine Grace, which so con- 
spicuously marked our predecessors in the Truth. 

Caution is also needed in regard to what is known as 
the Foreign Missionary Movement among Friends. 

Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, exhorted his disciples 
to pray that laborers might be sent forth into his harvest. 
Such a prayer, we believe, is often raised in the hearts of 
his servants, who desire to see the spread of the gospel 
** from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the 
earth." And, in the fresh flowings of the love of God 
such have been made willing to go to the " ends of the 



earth," when Cfniujiainled to do ao, to preach the everlast- 
ing gospel, or to perform whatever service the I/)rd may 
require of them. We cannot doubt, tiiat aa our members 
individually come iuto subjection to the cross of Christ, 
they will feel at times an ardeot cuucern. that others also 
may experience the love of Gocl and the workings of that 
Divine power which is able tn subdue all things unto 
itself. But if they are rightly guided they will wait to 
hear the Divine comrannd before they go forth, lest they 
enter upon labors which the Ijord has not required at 
their hands. It is a plausible and dangerous device of 
the enemy of all good, when he sees that any are truly 
awakened by Divine visitations, "to destroy the holy 
sense that God hath quickened," as William Pen n says, 
"by drawing into religious duties, not in Glod's way or 
litne." A sense of the danger of being deceived leads those 
who believe they are called to religious service to desire 
the concurrence and unity of their brethren. This is 
especially important ia reference to those services which 
are of a public nature, and in which the reputation of our 
Society is in measure involved. That humility which is 
williog to submit to the judgment of others is commended 
by the Apostle, who exhorts the believei-s to " be subject 
one unto another, and to be clotbetl with humility," 

The need of such supervision and care was early felt in 
our Society; and recognized by its discipline, and it is 
evident that without it, the inexperience and want of 
judgment in some might lead them iuto movements which 
would hinder rather than help their own spiritual progress, 
end thespread of the kingdom of the Redeemer. If it had 
Hot been for this spiritual oversight, and willing submission 

II, it is most probable that the Society of Friends 
have l)een scattered in the early years of ita exist- 
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ence, and the advanced views of truth committed to it 
Avould, so far as we are concerned, have been lost to the 
world. 

Peace and blessing flow from the exercise of the loving 
care which our discipline enjoins for fostering and guard- 
ing the ministry — watching over one another for good — 
discouraging forward spirits, yet encouraging the humble 
careful traveller — speaking a word in season to them that 
are weary — bringing the church into sympathy with the 
religious labors of its members — and exercising a tender 
care for the preservation of unity in faith and practice, 
agreeably to the description Avhich He, the ever blessed 
Shepherd, gave of his flock — " By this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another." 

In thus endeavoring to guard our members against 
departing from the true ground of right religious labor, 
and to caution them against sliding into a system of per- 
formances where the will and wisdom of man are not 
subjected to the control of the Spirit of Christ, we desire 
that on the other hand, none may excuse themselves from 
those duties which are required of them by their Divine 
Master. The careless, indifferent, lukewarm professor, is 
not living in a state of acceptance with Him who looketh 
upon the heart. If the love of Christ bears rule within 
us, we will love our neighbor also ; and selfishness and 
the desire for personal ease will become subject to the 
stronger feeling which impels to do good to all, as the 
Lord opens the way and directs. 

Our safety and usefulness both depend on our steadily 
abiding under the government of Him Avho alone knoweth 
what is best for us and for others ; and who will direct 
his watchful servants into those lines of service Avhich will 
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moat promote hia own beneficent desigDs, A humble, 
upright and godly Hfe in required of hU. And there is 
no outward agency which is so efficient in the couveraiou 
of Binnera and the spread of the Redeemer's liingdom as 
this purity of life and conduct. In this way every Chris- 
tian professor, however hnmhle and obscure his position, 
ought to be a preacher of righteousness. In addition lo 
this general service, there are special duties of various 
kinds laid upon the Lord's servants ; and without a tkith- 
&I performance of these, there can be no growth in 
grace, or preservation from falling. 

Submission of heart to the leadings of Gud's spirit is 
the very beginning of the work of religion, and it con- 
tinues to be the path along which the Christian must 
journey to the end of life. 

We feel a tender concern for the best welfare of the 
rising generation amongst us; desiring that our dear 
young friends may ever bear in mind that their individual 
experience of the new birth nnto righteousness, through 
the quickening power of the Holy Spirit, is the chief 
object of life. 

Afl yoH experience this you will be enabled to see the 
line of service the Lord calls you to, aud will receive 
abiKty to do all that be requires. We earnestly (k-sire 
that you may be preserved from the temptation of choos- 
ing for yourselves ; and substituting services of any kind 
on behalf of others for that submission of heart to the 
Lord in which only you can become rightly qualified to 
serve Him, or to labor in His cause in the earth. 

May none make the mistake of measuring the degree 
of spiritunl life in theraselvca or othei-s, by their activity 



D works of a beuevolcnt or professedly religious niitiire 
r attempt to build up the Church of Christ by 
undertuken in their own will, and which are not of the 
Lord's appointment. If our Society is to flourish, it must 
be by a return to first principles; and not by entering., 
upon any kind of religious exercises which will diare( 
our vital testimony to the headship of Christ in 
Church, 

Whatever apparent results may flow from such at- 
tempts, it will ultimately he found that it is only the 
Lord's own works — those that are done by his command 
and in his power— that will promote his kingdom in the 
hearts of men. For if we forsake the fountain of living 
waters, our labors will amount to little more than hewing 
out broken cisterns that will not hold the wat«r of life. 
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And may none of you be discouraged because thei 
may seem to be leas active service for you within the p 
of your own Society, than the ardency of your apiri 
prompts you to desire. Aa you abide under the prept 
ing hand of the Head of the Church, walking in clofi 
communion with Him ; He will qualify for, and call ] 
into one service after another, as He sees you are 
therefor. 

Your elder friends feel that there are heavy bnrdol 
resting upon them, and that the laborers and burdefl 
bearers are far too few. Their hearts often yearn ort 
you with earnest desires for your growth and prraer^ 
tion in the Truth, They Jong for your loving sympathn 
and help; and they rejoice to see any of you yielding 1 
full and willing obedience to the Spirit of Christ, and, 
under Its constraining influence, giving of the best of your 
[lives to his service, harmoniously laboring with youreldc 



brcthreu and iiisbrs i 
Society. 



Dear FrieiulB, may ■ 
mind, striviiig together ii 



i; nil !« of line licart and one 
a brotherly confidence and unity 
for the faith and hope of tlie gospel ; and seeking ior the 
preservation and iDcrcaae of that opeuncss and fellowship 
which flow from a mutual walking in the Light, and is 
one of the marks of the disciples of Christ. If we abide 
under His government, He will make such use of us in 
the Church and in the worlii, as He sees meet ; and being 
kept by his preserving power, He will enable us to glorify 
our Father who is in Heaven, by bringing forth fruit to 
his praise: to whi>iu forever belong all rule and authority, 
might, majesty, and dominion. 
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THE BORROWER WILL BE CHARGED 
AN OVERDUE FEE IF THI S BOOK IS NOT 
RETURNED TO THE LIBRARY ON OR 
BEFORE THE LAST DATE STAMPED 
BELOW, NON-RECEIPT OF OVERDUE 
NOTICES DOES NOT EXEMPT THE 
BORROWER FROM OVERDUE FEES- 




